American practice of monthly injections. Other chapters repeat statements without critical comment and may give rise to the jibe that clinical immunology is a largely uncharted continent containing many mythological beasts. The reviewer would make a plea that views that are not yet fully established should be accompanied in the text by appropriate references. G In this wide-ranging review, Dr Horrobin has made the task of keeping up-to-date with the many fascinating actions and relationships of prolactin much easier. One criticism would be the rather noncritical approach which makes parts of the text rather heavy going, not helped by the frequent typesetting errors, but this is partly offset by the summary which introduces each separate chapter. While this book is unlikely to be of interest to the general reader, it should certainly have a place in the library of any department interested in either the clinical or investigative aspects of this interesting hormone.
AD B HARROWER

Monklands District General Hospital
Airdrie, Lanarkshire Marjorie Williams provides a well-documented chapter which considers 'the procedures' necessary for 'identifying the need for' an electronmicroscopy unit. She is concerned with those hospitals which look after ex-service personnel in the USA, i.e. the Veterans' Administration. As she notes, this organization has a centralized electronmicroscopy service. Nearly half of the material which passes through this service is derived from biopsies of the kidney, liver and haematopoietic system.
It is not too clear who will benefit most from the purchase of this book. The cost effectiveness of the electronmicroscope is singularly difficult to establish, largely because few practising pathologists can afford the time to devote to the use of the apparatus. Equally, however, those who have worked with the electronmicroscope are only too clear about its value in specific problems where it has provided an unsuspected answer. Most working pathologists are aware of examples of this.
Trump & Jones are, in effect, trying to document such evidence. I find myself wondering whether the evidence that they adduce will be sufficient to persuade those who hold the purse strings of our impecunious and already antiquated medical services. This monograph is based upon papers given at the Fifteenth Symposium of The Society for the Study of Inborn Errors of Metabolism, held in Denmark in 1977. As the title suggests, a very wide range of disorders were discussed, so the book lacks continuity. The first part consists of two reviews: a lengthy one on 'Immunodeficiency diseases' and a relatively short and clear account of the 'Genetics of the immune system'. The literature is already saturated with reviews on immunodeficiency disease and it would be preferable if reviewers were to concentrate on the recent advances in this field. The second part of the book is devoted to various papers on purine metabolic defects in immunodeficiency. There is a good deal of clinical and biochemical detail here for those interested in purine nucleoside phosphorylase and adenosine deaminase deficiency. The third part consists of a series of papers on phagocytic defects which includes reviews, single case reports, hypotheses and technical innovations.
J C SLOPER
Professor ofExperimental Pathology Charing Cross Hospital Medical School
This book is of interest to the connoisseur of lymphocyte and neutrophil defects, but it is too specialized and fragmented for those seeking a more general approach to the management and diagnosis of immunodeficiency.
AD B WEBSTER
Consultant Physician MRC Clinical Research Centre, Harrow
Chronic Hemodialysis as a Way of Life J W Czaczkes & A Kaplan De-Nour pp 245 $20.15 New York: Brunner/Mazel1978 This short book consists of two very different parts. The first, shorter, section contains a brief(and now incomplete) review of the development of dialysis techniques followed by a very superficial consideration of some of the medical problems associated with this form of treatment. The second section on the psychiatric aspects of dialysis, is really what the book is about and it seems unfortunate that the authors did not confine themselves to this subject and that the title does not reflect this emphasis. The authors have made many significant contributions to this area of knowledge and the section contains a full review of the psychiatric problems of patients, their relatives and of the staff who care for them, together with numerous references and details of the authors' experiences.
Unfortunately the style of writing is dull and this, combined with the presence of numerous editorial errors, makes the book difficult to read. However, it probably does have a place in the renal unit library where it should help us to understand our patients better. C s aGG
Consultant Nephrologist Guy's Hospital, London
Tropical Medicine -from Romance to Reality (Proceedings of Anglo-American Conference, 12-14 December 1977) Clive Wood (ed) pp 296 £13.20 London: Academic Press 1979 This is an exciting work, bringing into one volume a great deal of information on aspects of tropical medicine not at all easily obtainable elsewhere. Wisely, those who planned the conference settled on certain specific avenues of discussion, principally malaria and schistosomiasis. These are covered in considerable depth by writers of international fame. Naturally each reader will have his favourite chapters, depending on his interests, but no one will be unappreciative of Bruce-Chwatt's masterly contribution on the challenge of malaria or Chernin's appreciation of the schistosomiasis problem. These are examples of medical writing at its very best and every student of tropical medicine must be grateful for them. Yet it is invidious to pick out individual papers, for the level of writing is uniformly high. It is a book to be read, and re-read, and reflected upon, for it contains for the worker in the tropical medical field not only much information but much wisdom as well. The closing section on strategies for the future takes the reader out of the narrow disciplines of individual diseases, and gives him a vision of the future.
Those who organized the conference, and the editor of these proceedings, have earned the gratitude of all who would savour something of the romance, and yet know something of the reality, of tropical medicine.
D M MACKAY
Deputy Director Ross Institute of Tropical Hygiene, London
Bleomycin: Current Status and New Developments S K Carter et al. (ed) pp 365 £16.25 London: Academic Press 1979 This is an excellent book and the editors deserve congratulation. Most of the chapters are short, concisely written and have summaries or discussions at the end. This gives the book clarity throughout, making it particularly easy to read without omitting essential detailed information. Most of the chapters are written by researchers directly involved in the development of this unique anti tumour drug. Apart from being an up-to-date account of the clinical status of bleomycin and its implications for the treatment of human malignancies, the book is also of interest in that it gives an insight into the way in which new drugs are developed and how close and profitable cooperation can be achieved between basic scientists and clinicians. This publication should be in the library of any hospital or institute concerned with clinical or fundamental aspects of cancer research.
LAPRICE
Honorary Consultant Physician Royal Marsden Hospital, London
Mild Hypertension: Natural History and Management F Gross & T Strasser (ed) pp 337 £10 Tunbridge Wells: Pitman Medical 1979 One of the few clinical subjects that interest the World Health Organization is hypertension. The WHO has a special group of its own staff involved in it and has supported a number of joint symposia.
This book is the proceedings of a second joint meeting of the WHO and the International Society
